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“On the Rainy River”

Literary Analysis: Conflict
Directions: The plot of a story is the action that takes place.  The plot is driven by a conflict, or struggle between opposing forces.  This might be an external conflict: a struggle between two characters, between a character and nature, between a character and society or an internal conflict, a struggle within a character.  In the chart below, record the various conflicts that the narrator encounters and insights into the narrator’s character based on his reactions.
	Conflict 
	Narrator’s Feelings/Reactions
	Narrator’s Beliefs About…

	(Lines 1-12): 
	
	Courage: 

	(23-27): 
	
	Vietnam War: 

	(50-56; 65-69): 
	
	Draft: 

	(99-112): 
	
	Draft Board: 

	(119-133): 
	
	Draft-dodging to Canada: 

	(133-144): 
	
	Uninformed citizens: 

	(154-163): 
	
	Family/Home: 

	(193-203): 
	
	Fear: 

	(270-281): 
	
	Sacrifices: 

	(484-500): 
	
	Cowardice: 


Partner Questions

1. Setting: The 1960’s was a time period in which many young people rebelled against the beliefs and traditions of older generations.  How does this story reflect this historical context?
2. Symbol: A symbol is a person, place, object, or activity that represents something beyond itself.  What symbols can you identify from the story?
3. Characterization: The narrator describes Elroy, the lodge owner, as “the hero of my life.”  Identify some of Elroy’s admirable traits and actions.  Explain why he was so important to the narrator.
4. Theme: Do you agree with the narrator that his decision to go to Vietnam was an act of cowardice?  Explain.
5. Antagonist: If the protagonist was O’Brien, who (or what) was the antagonist of this story?  Explain.
6. Sensory Details & Mood: Where was the strongest use of sensory details in the story to help the reader understand how the narrator was feeling?  What kind of mood did this scene create?
7. Flashback: Why do you think the author chose to tell the story as a series of memories rather than as it was actually happening?
