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Farewell to Manzanar

Literary Analysis: Memoir & Cultural Characteristics

A memoir is a personal account of the significant events and people in the author’s life. Most memoirs are first-person narrative in the author’s voice, and most express the writer’s feelings and opinions about events, providing insight into the impact of history on people’s lives.  Memoirs often help a reader learn about the beliefs, values, traditions, and customs that are characteristic of the writer’s culture.

Directions: In the chart, cultural characteristics such as beliefs and customs are listed.  Then, explain each idea and give an example from the text to illustrate.

	Cultural Aspect
	Explanation
	Example from Wakatsuki family

	1. (lines 8-16) Family structure
	
	

	2. (lines 17-23) Attitude towards adversity
	
	

	3. (lines 25-33) Post-Pearl Harbor relations with Caucasians
	
	

	4. (lines 60-66) Degree of family importance
	
	

	5. (lines 90-96) Food customs
	
	

	6. (lines 96-101) Character traits valued
	
	

	7. (lines 160- 163; 171-176) Attitude towards adversity
	
	

	8. (lines 285-290; 295-300; 309-311) Values of the women
	
	

	9. (lines 312-317) Degree of individual importance
	
	


Partner Questions

Answer the following on the back of this sheet.

1. What conditions in the camp presented the greatest difficulties?  Why didn’t the Japanese rebel?

2. In the foreword to Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston says, “It has taken me 25 years to reach the point where I could talk openly about Manzanar.”  Why might it have taken her so long to be able to discuss her experience? 
3. Is the tone of the writing formal or informal?  How can you tell?  What is the effect of the tone on the memoir?
