Name:

CP English 10
Period:

Lord of the Flies

Journal Assignments

· Chapters #1-4 Due:

____________________

· Chapters #5-8 Due:

____________________

· Chapters #9-12 Due:
____________________

· Formal, literary analysis paper: Due dates to be announced
Directions: For each due date listed above, you must complete the reading and answer the assigned journal questions.  On the due date, you will share your responses in a graded circle discussion called a Socratic Seminar– Answers must be insightful, detailed, and school appropriate to receive points during the discussion.  After the discussion, your responses will be collected and scored – You will lose points for responses not attempted or inappropriate responses.  If you are absent on the circle discussion days (due dates above), you will receive a formal, typed paper as the make-up assignment.

Chapters #1-4 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.

1. (Chapter 1): Why do you think the boys choose Ralph as their leader?  Is it likely that Jack will be content to play second-fiddle to Ralph – why or why not?  
2. (Chapter 1): After the boys discover there are no adults on the island, they attempt to model civilization, as they know it by electing a chief, setting rules, and organizing jobs.  How effective do you think this effort will be without adult supervision?  Explain.  
3. (Chapter 2): One of the young boys expresses his fear of a beast, while the others claim there is no such thing.  What might the beast symbolize?  
4. (Chapter 2): Piggy thinks that the first thing the group should have done was build shelters on the beach.  Is this a valid point – why or why not?  What kind of character is Piggy and what might he symbolize?

5. (Chapter 3): Simon finds a secluded place in the high jungle where he can be alone.  Why do you think he does this?  What do you think this indicates about Simon?
6. (Chapter 4): Both Maurice and Roger torment the littluns, but they still feel guilty – Why?  Explain the role of guilt in society.
7. (Chapter 4): Jack masks himself with clay and charcoal.  What effect does this have on his behavior?  What is the purpose of any mask, either real or imagined?  Do all of us wear masks from time to time?  Explain.

8. (Chapter 4): Watching the hunters dance and chant, Ralph feels envy and resentment.  Why do you think he is feeling these emotions?  Of what is he envious?  What does he resent?

9. Create one question of your own concerning this section of the novel to pose to classmates during the discussion.  It needs to promote discussion (have more than a “yes” or “no” answer).

Chapters #5-8 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.

1. (Chapter 5): Consider Piggy’s statement about there being nothing to fear except people and Simon’s remark that if there is a beast it may be the boys themselves. Do you think Piggy’s and Simon’s statements make sense?  Explain.
2. (Chapter 6): Ralph wishes for a message from the grown-ups.  The parachutist could be such a message.  What are some ideas the arrival of this figure might have suggested to the boys?  What, then, is ironic about the twins’ declaration that it was the beast?
3. (Chapter 6): As Ralph tried to talk with the boys, “something flittered in front of his mind, like a bat’s wing, obscuring his idea.”  What do you think is happening to Ralph?  How would you explain this “short circuit”?  Recall his pounding his fist against the rock…
4. (Chapter 7): When Ralph strikes the boar on the snout with his spear, how does he feel?  Afterwards, he immediately jabs at Robert with his spear.  Explain the connection between the two events and what it shows about Ralph’s internal conflict.
5. (Chapter 7): How would you describe the relationship between Ralph and Jack at this point?  What is the source of their conflict?  Do you think Jack hates Ralph – why?
6. (Chapter 8): Throughout the novel, there has been conflict between Piggy and Jack.  What do you think is the cause of this conflict?  Why is it significant that Piggy, for the first time, helps to gather firewood only after Jack has broken from the group?  Why does Piggy feel liberated?
7. (Chapter 8): Even though Jack enumerates Ralph’s faults, none of the boys is willing to oust Ralph as chief?  What explanation can you offer for this?
8. (Chapter 8): Comment on your reaction to Simon’s encounters with the Lord of the Flies.  Do you think Simon is hallucination because of the heat or is voicing some greater understanding?  Do you think the Lord of the Flies’ warning that the others will “do” Simon if he tries to interfere is realistic?  Explain.
9. Create one question of your own concerning this section of the novel to pose to classmates during the discussion.  It needs to promote discussion (have more than a “yes” or “no” answer).
Chapters #9-12 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.

1. (Chapter 9): Discuss the organization of Jack’s tribe and his position in it.  Then discuss the kind of organization Ralph tried to establish with the whole group.  How would you label each system and each leader?  Which would you prefer to be a member of and why?
2. (Chapter 9): Do you think the dancing/chanting boys recognize Simon when they kill him – why or why not? How is Simon a Christ-like figure?
3. (Chapter 10): As Ralph and Piggy discuss the murder of Simon, Ralph admits the truth but Piggy rationalizes the situation.  Which response is more typical of human beings in general?  Why?  What do the two boys’ responses indicate about each of them?
4. (Chapter 10): What does Jack’s denial that they killed the beast reveal about him?  Do you think Jack truly believes there is a beast – why or why not?  
5. (Chapter 11): What do Roger’s releasing of the huge rock and his strong-arm tactics with Sam and Eric indicate about the type of regime Jack has?  How would you classify Jack and his tribe at this point?
6. (Chapter 11): Why is it significant that the conch shell is destroyed along with Piggy?  What has the conch symbolized throughout the novel?  Consider the rules surrounding it and its role in calling the boys together.
7. (Chapter 12): Why do you think Golding describes the savages as “little boys on the beach” and Jack in particular as a “little boy”?  What point do you think he is trying to convey to the reader with this shift in wording?
8. (Chapter 12): Consider Piggy’s comment about the atomic bomb having been dropped, the dead parachutist, and the arrival of the naval cruiser.  Why is the cruiser in the area and what will it continue to do once the boys have been transported back home?  What parallel is there between what has been going on in the adult world and what has occurred on the island?  Explain Golding’s message concerning this parallel.
9. Create one question of your own concerning the novel as a whole to pose to 
classmates during the discussion.  It needs to promote discussion (have more than a “yes” or “no” answer).
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lord of the Flies Journal Grade: Chapters ________

Rules: 

1. Points are gained during the Socratic Seminar by posing a new idea in response to a question, stating one’s own question, or responding to another student’s remarks

· You MUST participate…lack of participation will result in a failing grade

2. Points are lost by talking to a classmate, drawing, putting head down, working on other assignments, or making inappropriate faces or gestures

3. Absenteeism is not acceptable – a typed, formal essay assignment will take the place of the participation grade for those absent

Rubric:

· Preparation:







________ / 10 points

· Answers provided to each question

· Answers show detailed analysis and appropriateness

· Participation:







________ / 10 points

· Participation above average compared to classmates

· Contributions showed unique insights, were supported                                               with evidence, and were appropriate

Total: _______ / 20 points
