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The Arthurian Legends

Introduction: The Chivalric Code and Courtly Love

The Middle Ages: England, 1066-1485 A.D.
The Chivalric Code: Focus on The Men
1. Describe the scene in the painting – What do you see, what is going on, describe the setting (where and when)?

· Scene: 
· Setting: 
2. Describe the man kneeling – What does he look like, his personality, his job?

· Look: 
· Personality: 

· Job: 
· The Chivalric Code – Definition: 
· The Rules of Knighthood:

1. Be loyal to and defend your ____________
2. Respect, adore, and serve _____________
3. Be ______________, __________, and _______________
4. Always fight for _____________________
5. Never do battle with an ______________ man
6. Obey the teachings of _____________
7. Protect the less ______________
· The Life of a Knight:

1. Born into _____________
2. Train as a ________, prove worth on a dangerous _______
3. ___________ by royalty – dubbed on shoulder with sword

4. Swear to ___________ king, queen, and kingdom

5. Go on ____________, follow rules of knighthood

Courtly Love: Focus on The Women
1. Describe the scene in the painting – What do you see, what is going on, describe the setting (where and when)?

· Scene: 
2. Describe the woman – What does she look like, her personality, her interaction with the knight?

· Look: 
· Personality: 

· Interactions: 

· Courtly Love: Definition: 
· The Rules of Courtly Love: Which do you agree/disagree with?
1. Jealously increases the feeling of love.
2. A double love cannot exist.

3. Love is always increasing or decreasing.

4. Boys do not love until they reach the age of maturity.

5. When one lover dies, the widow must stay single for two years.

6. When love is made public, it fails to last.
7. A love that is difficult to get is more valuable to the lover.

8. Every lover regularly turns pale in the presence of his beloved.

9. Nothing forbids one woman being loved by two men or one man by two women.

10. Love will make a lover to anything for his beloved.

11. A new love makes a lover forget about an old love.

12. He who is in love eats and sleeps very little.

13. One in love is very suspicious and protective of his love.

14. A true lover is constantly thinking about his beloved.

15. Once love is gone, it never returns.
Background: The Medieval Period

/10 points

Read p.17 in your textbook and answer the following questions.
1. A Norman king, named _______________________________ eventually conquered the Anglo-Saxons and brought stability and peace to England.

2. Define feudalism and describe how the system works.

3. Under feudalism, people were divided into three classes (or groups).  Describe who was in each group below.

· Aristocracy (
· Clergy (
· Serfs (
4. The aristocracy enjoyed reading the type of literature known as Romances.  What were Romances about?

5.  The clergy enjoyed dramas (or plays), which taught the public lessons.  What were the following dramas about?

· Mystery plays (
· Miracle plays (
· Morality plays (
6. The common people (or serfs) listened to ballads (because they could not read).  What was a ballad? Name some popular ballad themes.

7. The influence of the Norman (or Viking) language also helped Old English change into ______________________.

8. There were three reasons for the decline of Feudalism…What were they?

