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The Tragedy of Julius Caesar


Viewing Guide: Julius Caesar, Master of the Roman World
Due (+ attached Background Notes): _____________________ (20 points)

1. Caesar’s ________’s name was Aurelia.

2. Caesar was born in ________________.

3. As a child, Caesar was taught that his role in life was _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Rome was founded in ________________.

5.  Caesar was introduced into political life at the age of ________, when he accompanied his

father to the _______________.

6. Caesar was ______ (age) when his father died.

7. At age sixteen, Caesar married for what purpose?_______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8. What happened to Caesar as a result of the Civil War? ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9. What disease was Caesar subject to? __________________________________________

10. What art was vital for an aspiring politician? ___________________________________

11.  At the age of thirty, what political office did Caesar achieve? _____________________

________________________________________________________________________

12. Caesar’s post in Rome granted him a lifelong entry into the _____________________.

13. What color was the most expensive and prized? _______________________________

14. Caesar’s second wife was ________________________.
15. Snubbed by the aristocracy, Caesar campaigned for the support of the _______________

_______________________________________________________________________.

16. As a result of his campaigning, Caesar obtained an ideal appointment in which he was responsible for _________________________________________________________.
17. Floating voters were ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

18. At age 36, Caesar was elected _______________________________________________

19. In his efforts to become Consul, Caesar aligned himself with ______________________.  
What did Caesar do to cement the deal? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

20. When was Caesar elected Consul? ___________________________________________
21. Describe Caesar’s behavior as Consul________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22. In 58 B.C., Caesar invaded _________________________________.

23. In 55 B.C., Caesar was the first man to _______________________________________

24. In 54 B.C., Caesar invaded _________________________________.

25. The Gallic Wars lasted __________________________years.

26. During the Civil War, Caesar confronted Pompey in ___________________________.  Who won the battle? ________________________.

27. What gift did the Egyptian king present to Caesar? ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

28. After his trip to Egypt, who became Caesar’s mistress? ___________________________

29. In 46 B.C., Caesar parades in triumph through __________________________________

(*This is where the play begins)

30. Caesar’s next office was ____________________ for a term of ____________________
31.  List some of Caesar’s initiatives during his time as dictator _______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32. Why did the senators become concerned about Caesar’s behavior?_________________

________________________________________________________________________

33. Caesar’s third wife was ______________________________
34. Caesar was elected dictator for life in ________________________.

35. The senators planned to assassinate Caesar on ________________________.

36. Caesar was stabbed _____________________ times.
Background Notes 

Directions: Read and take notes on the pages below to prepare for your reading.

Shakespeare’s World (p.1082)

· Shakespeare’s England:
· Shakespeare’s Theater:
· Shakespeare’s Life:
· Shakespeare’s Legacy:

Shakespearean Drama (p.1086-1091)

· Tragic Hero:

· Tragic Flaw:

· Dramatic Irony:

· Soliloquy:

· Aside:

· Blank Verse:

· Iambic Pentameter:

· Repetition:

· Parallelism:

· Rhetorical Questions:

· What strategies should you use to help read this tragedy?

· What strategies should you use to help read Shakespeare’s language?
