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The Tragedy of Julius Caesar


Act 3 Graphic Organizer: Plot & Persuasion
Directions: Use this timeline to keep track of key events by answering its questions.


Directions: Persuasion – In Act 3, both speakers try to convince the audience to adopt a particular viewpoint.  Analyze the two funeral speeches by answer the following questions.

	
	Brutus
	Antony

	1. What are you being asked to believe, do, or support?
	
	

	2. What evidence is necessary to support the claims in the speech?
	
	

	3. What details, examples, and opinions does each present as evidence?
	
	

	4. Has the evidence been fairly presented?  Why or why not?
	
	

	5. What are your emotional reactions (as a member of  the Roman crowd)
	
	

	6. Are you responding to persuasive appeals or evaluating evidence and forming your own judgment?  Explain.
	
	

	7. On a scale of 1 to 10, rate the effectiveness of each speech.
	
	


Analysis Questions

Directions: Discuss and answer the following questions with your partner.

1. How do the events of Act 3 affect your impressions of Brutus?
2. Why does Antony’s funeral speech have a much more powerful effect on the crowd than Brutus’ speech?

3. Act 3 begins and ends with violent events.  What does the play seem to suggest about the use of violence to achieve political goals?

4. The literary critic E.M. Forster wrote that Brutus “cannot realize that men seek their own interests, for he has never sought his own, he has lived nobly among noble thoughts, wedded to a noble wife.”  How is this limitation reflected in Brutus’ words and actions in Act 3?

5. What incident in Act 3 affected you the most?  Explain.
Scene 1


March 15


Caesar enters the Capital





Scene 1 (cont.)


A few moments later


Antony talks with Brutus & Cassius





Scene 2 


Later, at the Forum


Brutus gives a speech





Scene 3


Later, at the Forum


Antony gives his speech





What takes place?





What does Antony promise?





How do the citizens respond?





How do the citizens respond?























What do they do and why?





Scene 4


After Antony’s speech


The citizens see Cinna








