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The Tragedy of Julius Caesar


Act 1 Graphic Organizer: Plot & Characterization

Directions: Use this timeline to keep track of key events by answering its questions.


Directions: Indirect Characterization: In Act 1, many things we learn about Caesar come from what other characters say about him.  Below each oval, summarize that character’s opinion of Caesar based on the provided lines. (Act.Scene.Line #’s)
Analysis Questions

Directions: Discuss and answer the following questions with your partner.

1. Which description of Caesar from you web do you find most believable?  Do you think he is becoming a tyrant based on his words and actions?

2. In Act 1, Shakespeare creates excitement about what will happen next in the play.  Identify details and events that help build suspense.

3. Compare the personalities of Brutus and Cassius.  In your opinion, which character would make a better leader?  Why?

4. Does Cassius seem motivated more by personal rivalry or concern for the future of Rome?  How do you know?
5. When Shakespeare wrote this play, Europe did not have any democratically elected leaders: most nations were governed by powerful monarchs such as England’s Queen Elizabeth I.  How might a modern audience’s reaction to the events in Act 1 differ from the reaction of an Elizabethan audience?
Scene 1


Feb. 15, 44BC





People celebrate Caesar’s victories





Scene 2


Feb. 15, 44BC


During the festival, Caesar attends a traditional race





Scene 2 (cont.)


Feb. 15, 44BC


At the same moment, Brutus and Cassius talk at the race





Scene 3


March 14, at night, during a storm


Cassius and Casca discuss plans





Why are Flavius and Marullus angry?





How does Caesar respond to the soothsayer?





What do they discuss?





What does each man fear?





Caesar





Marullus: (1.1.48-52)





Flavius: (1.1.72-75)





Cassius: (1.2.135-138)





Casca: (1.2.235-240.)





Antony: (1.2.9-10)





Brutus: (1.2.79-83)








