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Drafting (Answers)
The Introduction: The all-important opening sentences
First impressions are important.  Strive to engage the reader immediately with an opener that will make him or her want to read on.  Avoid overused or cliché introductions such as...
· Don’t introduce yourself to the admission committee – 

· For example, “Hello, my name is...”

· Don’t ask the reader’s permission to tell him or her about yourself – 

· For example, “Please permit me to discuss my...”

· Stay away from term paper style introductory paragraphs.  Don’t re-state the topic or question or preview points you will discuss in the paper.

Okay, then how should you begin your essay?  Try taking your cue from comedians who know how to capture an audience’s interest right from the start.  Tune in to some stand-up comedy shows on television and take notes.  Here are some opening angles to consider...
· a mysterious statement that makes the reader wonder to what or whom you are referring

· an obscure quotation (avoid popular quotations or those from famous people)

· a thoughtful question

· a trivial observation that anyone can relate to but that nobody else would ever think to mention in an essay

· someone else’s opinion or theory

· a confession

· an overly obvious statement

Essay Endings:

Notice that we use the term “ending” here instead of “conclusion” or “summary.”  This is because conclusions and summaries are for term papers, not for your admission essay.  Here are a few DO’s and DON’T’s to ensure that your essay ends with a bang, not a bomb...

· DO provide “closure”  - a sense that you have provided the reader with bookends to your essay or that you have come full circle by the end of your essay

· DO use the final sentences to end any suspense and to answer any question that you might have posed earlier in the essay

· DO use short, forceful sentences to end your essay

· DON’T address the admission committee or ask them to admit you

· DON’T use words like “finally,” “in summation,” or “in conclusion”

· DON’T repeat or sum up in any way

· DON’T end with a quotation

Essay Evaluations
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Sample Essays (excerpts)

Sample #1: Imagine that you could have dinner with a historical figure or a character from fiction.  Whom would you choose and what would you talk about?

If I imagine that I could have dinner with a historical figure or a character from fiction, I would probably choose William Shakespeare.  Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564 and grew up to become a great playwright.  He died in 1616.  He worked in London, where he knew other playwrights and actors and where his theater was.  He never went to college, but in those days, most people didn’t.  Some say that Shakespeare couldn’t have written his plays because he didn’t go to college.  If I had dinner with Shakespeare, I would ask him what he thinks about the claim that he didn’t write his plays.


It would be hard to know just what to talk about with Shakespeare.  Maybe he could help me with my paper on Macbeth.  I’d like to know what he thinks of the interpretation that my English teacher keeps pushing.  She says Macbeth killed all those people just to impress his wife.  It seems a lot more likely to me that Macbeth killed all those people because he wanted to become king and then keep right on being king once he got started.  If I had dinner with Shakespeare, I would ask him what he thought Macbeth was up to.


I’d also like to know if he has any advice for an aspiring actor.  He was an actor himself.  I would ask him what it was like to come to London from Stratford and break into the big time.  I keep reading and hearing about all these actors who come from small towns just like I do and end up in New York as waiters and cab drivers.  That’s not exactly what I want to do with my college degree, but I guess there are worse things.


Those and some of the things I’d like to talk to Shakespeare about if I had the chance to have dinner with him.

Sample #2: Why do you want to attend Boston College?


At this time, my long-range goal is to practice law.  My personal goal for the next four years is to explore the wide range of courses offered in a liberal arts program.  Preparation for law school will be my direction, but it will not limit my desire to explore other areas.


The curriculum within Boston College of Arts and Sciences offers a number of law-related courses as well as the University Core program, which would fulfill my professional school prerequisites.  The general education requirements coincide with my own intentions to explore the liberal arts.  During my undergraduate years I would like to continue my interest in mathematics and French literature as well as delve into unexplored areas.  Another aspect of the curriculum I found especially interesting is the PULSE program.  In addition to the exposure to philosophy and theology, this program would give me the opportunity to go “on site” to interact with the community.  I particularly appreciate the opportunity to design an independent major with the help of faculty advisers.  Also, I especially look forward to returning to France as part of a Foreign Study Program at the University of Paris.


Boston is a perfect location for law-school hopefuls and law students.  The internships, libraries, and other resources on campus and throughout the city offer invaluable advantages to Boston College students.  The size of the university’s student body, and faculty, and the policy of interdisciplinary selection of minors are additional considerations that led me to apply to Boston College.  The faculty enjoy a reputation for not only begin distinguished in their fields but also for being accessible and committed.  I feel that this is an important factor for preparing for graduate school.  In addition, since students are allowed to select courses from the other four schools, I would not be limited as I explore new fields.


Therefore, members of the committee, I implore you to consider me as an applicant to Boston College and grant my admission so that I will establish not only a rich foundation for graduate school but also for the rest of my life.

Sample #3: Accepted by Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, and Dartmouth

Hiking to Understanding

Surrounded by thousands of starts, complete silence, and spectacular mountains, I stood atop New Hampshire’s Presidential Range awestruck by nature’s beauty.  In addition, the hike taught me several valuable lessons that will allow me to increase my understanding through scientific research.


Although the first few miles of the hike up Mt. Madison did not offer fantastic views, the vistas became spectacular once I climbed above the tree line.  Immediately, I sensed that understanding the natural world parallels climbing a mountain.  To reach my goal of total comprehension of natural phenomena, I realized I must begin with my knowledge that may be uninteresting by itself.  However, this knowledge will form the foundation of an accurate view of the universe.  Much like every step while hiking leads the hiker nearer the mountain peak, all knowledge leads the scientist nearer total understanding.


Above tree line, the barrenness and silence of the hike taught ne that individuals must have their own direction.  All hikers know that they must carry complete maps to reach their destinations; they do not allow others to hold their maps for them.  Similarly, surrounded only by mountaintops, sky, and silence, I recognized the need to remain individually focused on my life’s goal of understanding the physical universe.


At the summit, the view of the surrounding mountain range is spectacular.  The panorama offers a view of hills and smaller mountains.  Some people during their lives climb many small hills.  However, to have the most accurate view of the world, I must be dedicated to climbing the biggest mountains I can find.  Too often, people simply hike across a flat valley without ascending because they content themselves with the scenery.  The mountain showed me that I cannot content myself with the scenery.  When night fell upon the summit, I stared at the slowly appearing stars until they completely filled the night sky.  Despite the windy conditions and below freezing temperatures, I could not tear myself away from the awe-inspiring beauty of the cosmos.  Similarly, despite the frustration and difficulties inherent in scientific study, I cannot retreat from my goal of universal understanding.

When observing Saturn’s rising, the Milky Way Cloud, and the Perseid meteor shower, I simultaneously felt a great sense of insignificance and purpose.  Obviously, earthly concerns are insignificant to the rest of the universe.  However, I experienced the overriding need to understand the origins and causes of these phenomena.  The hike also strengthened my resolve to climb the mountain of knowledge while still taking time to gaze at the wondrous scenery.  Only then can the beauty of the universe and they study of science by purposefully united.  Attaining this union is my lifelong goal.
