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Beowulf

Partner Analysis Questions: “Grendel’s Mother” (p.51-57)
Directions: Discuss your answers with your partner and record your shared conclusions.
	Questions
	Individual Response
	Shared Conclusions

	1. How does the poet’s description capture the violence of Grendel’s Mother’s first attack?
	
	

	2. What specific details suggest that the underwater lair of the Mother is an evil place?
	
	

	3. What motivation does Beowulf have for going after Grendel’s Mother?  (there are a few)
	
	

	4. How does the poet create suspense throughout the battle between Beowulf and Grendel’s Mother?
	
	

	5. What actions / behaviors of Beowulf are superhuman in this section?
	
	

	6. How does the poet use light and dark symbolically in this section?  Can you give a specific example?
	
	

	7. What does this section suggest about the attitudes toward fame and glory in the Anglo-Saxon time period?
	
	

	8. Compare/contrast the two monsters: Does the behavior of the Mother seem as wicked or unreasonable as her son?

	
	


