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Langston Hughes – “Mother to Son” (Attachment)

Before Reading…

1. Essential Question: What is the best (appropriate) advice you’ve ever received from someone about life?
2. Read Hughes’ biography and list two important facts about his life or writing style/themes (Attachment)

During Reading…Answer the following:
1. Lines 1-2: What is the overall metaphor (comparison) presented?

2. 3-7: How are the stairs described?  What could these images represent in life?

3. 8-9: How does the mother approach these tough places in the stairs (life)?

4. 10-13: What parts of the stairs are mentioned here?  What parts of life are represented?

5. 14-17: What is the mother’s advice to her son?

6. 18-20: What reason does the mother give the son to support her advice?

After Reading…List and Explain Poetic Devices:
· Theme / Author’s purpose: 

· Speaker:

· Tone: 

· Extended metaphor/Metaphor:

· Symbolism: 

· Imagery: 

· Rhyme Scheme: 

· Dialect:
