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Mid-Term Review


Mid-term Exam – Review Sheet

Date: ________________________________ /100 Points
Note: All questions are multiple choice.                          
Outline of exam:

1. Historical Time Periods 
· The Anglo-Saxons

· The Middle Ages

· The Renaissance

2. Content-based literature

· Beowulf

· The Canterbury Tales

· The Arthurian Legends

· The Hobbit

· Renaissance Poetry

3. Skill-based Literature

· Two poems and two fiction excerpts studied in class will be attached to the exam.  You must read the selections then answer a series of multiple choice questions regarding the content, literary elements, and devices addressed in each selection. 
For each of the following sections be able to:

The Anglo-Saxon Period & Beowulf 
1. Describe the Anglo-Saxon religious beliefs and importance of the mead hall
2. Identify the values and the codes of conduct held by the Anglo-Saxons

3. Identify the qualities of an epic hero

4. Identify Beowulf, Hrothgar, Wiglaf, Unferth, Grendel, and Grendel’s Mother
5. Be familiar with the plot of Beowulf 

The Middle Ages & The Canterbury Tales 

1. Describe the structure of the feudal system
2. Be familiar with each of the pilgrims introduced in “The Prologue” 
3. Determine which pilgrims Chaucer approved and disapproved of

4. Be familiar with plot and themes of “The Pardoner’s Tale”

5. Be familiar with plot and themes of “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”
The Hobbit

1. Be familiar with the plot of The Hobbit
2. Identify the Eagles, the Dwarves, the Wood-Elves, the Shire Hobbits, and the Humans

3. Identify the life lessons Bilbo learns through his journey
4. Identify similarities between Beowulf and The Hobbit
The Arthurian Legends

1. Describe the elements of the Chivalric Code & courtly love

2. Identify the themes of the Arthurian Legends
3. Explain why Camelot failed

4. Be familiar with the following characters: Arthur, Guinevere, Launcelot, Gawain, Galahad, Morgana le Fay, Mordred, The Green Knight
The Renaissance & Renaissance Poetry
1. Define “Renaissance” 
2. Be familiar with the concept of humanism
3. Describe the conflict between the church and the monarchy
4. Describe the various parts of a Shakespearean sonnet (how many quatrains, how is theme developed, couplet, turn, rhyme scheme)
5. Identify the themes of Spenser’s sonnets
Basic Skills

1. Identify the following literary devices:
· Personification
· Irony 
· Symbol
· Kenning
· Alliteration
