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Lord of the Flies

Literary Criticism: Introduction (Answers)
Explanation: For this paper, you will work on reading, understanding, and applying literary criticism to your own arguments.  Using a literary criticism article to help support your ideas in your paper for Lord of the Flies will serve as a model for writing your final paper on a Shakespearean play (and your Junior & Senior research papers).

What is literary criticism? 
	Literary Criticism is…
	Literary Criticism is NOT…

	· The study, discussion, evaluation, and interpretation of literature by experts in literary analysis
	· Evaluating whether or not you liked the literary work

· Criticizing or finding fault with the literary work


What to consider as you begin reading…
Literary criticism articles are persuasive – the critic is giving his or her interpretation of a text, and he or she wants you to agree.  Therefore, you need to answer: What is the critic attempting to prove in the article?  To help accomplish this…
· Note the article title and heading titles
· Read carefully the article synopsis often included at the start of the article
What to do while reading…
· Underline sentences  that are important to the development of the author’s argument
· Take notes in the margins that add your own thoughts or explain the author’s thoughts further (you can later use these notes to formulate the analysis in your paper)
· Look for important literary elements & devices mentioned…theme, symbolism, characterization, conflict – These are often crucial to the author’s argument and are ideas you will want to analyze in your paper
What to do after you are finished reading…
· Begin to make connections between…The critic’s ideas about the play…Your interpretations of the play…and…Evidence in the text to support both
 Complete the “Literary Criticism: Article Analysis” sheet on the reverse side for the sample article to help you make these connections

Literary Criticism: Article Analysis
Title of Article: (surround by quotation marks)

Author(s): 

Main Idea: (state the critic’s overall argument)

Significant Quotes from the article ( Cite: (Critic’s last name Page #’s)
1.

2.

Related Quotes: from the literary work ( Cite: (Author’s last name Page #’s)

1.  “The rock struck Piggy a glancing blow from chin to knee; the conch exploded into a thousand white fragments and ceased to exist” (Golding 181).

· Piggy’s death and the destruction of the conch

2. “The tangle of lines showed him the mechanics of this parody; he examined the white nasal bones, the teeth, the colors of corruption” (Golding 146).

· Simon understanding that the beast is a dead parachutist

Thesis Statement: (produce a thesis that could be supported using evidence from this article):

· Remember, a thesis needs to include: title of book, author’s name, main argument, body paragraph main ideas...

