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“How Much Land Does a Man Need?”

Literary Analysis: Didactic Literature

Directions: Literature whose main intent is to convey a moral message is called didactic literature.  Two selections may share a message but convey the message in different ways.   For each of these methods, list examples that show how the author, Leo Tolstoy, gets his message across to readers.

** What is the overall message?? ____________________________________________
	Method 
	Examples from Text

	Fore-shadowing
	

	Character Traits & Motivation
	

	Irony: Situational, Dramatic, & Verbal
	


Partner Questions

1. Suspense: Is Pakhom’s fate inevitable?  If so, why?  If not, at what point could he have avoided his downfall?  What other ways is suspense created?

2. Theme: How would you answer the question that forms in the title of Tolstoy’s story?

3. Symbol: What do you think Tolstoy intended the following characters and things to symbolize: Pakhom?  Pakhom’s wife & The Bakshirs?  The Devil?  Pakhom’s dream?

4. Author’s Purpose: Figuratively speaking, in what sense would Pakhom never have as much wealth as the Bakshirs did?

5. Resolution: What do you think would have happened to Pakhom had he not died when he did?

6. Foil: Identify and describe examples of character foils (opposites) that exist in the story?  What is their purpose?

7. Omniscient Narration: How does having an all-knowing narrator influence reader reaction to the story?  How would it have been different if Pakhom would have told the story strictly from his perspective (first person narration)?

