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The Hobbit

Introduction
J.R.R. Tolkien (1892-1973), author of The Hobbit, was greatly influenced by the epic poem, Beowulf.  The two works share such concepts as a quest, supernatural creatures, and a sense of brotherhood.  Tolkein also wrote The Lord of the Rings trilogy, upon which the modern films are based.  The Hobbit is the prequel to (comes before) The Lord of the Rings.  In fact, Bilbo Baggins (star of The Hobbit) is the uncle of Frodo Baggins (star of The Lord of the Rings).  Whereas The Lord of the Ring focuses on Frodo’s dangerous adventures as he tries to destroy “The Ring of Power,” The Hobbit traces the journey of Frodo’s uncle, Bilbo, the original adventure-seeker of the family and owner of “The Ring” before Frodo is asked to destroy it.  Many of the main characters (and ideas) important in The Hobbit are introduced in the opening scenes of the first part of The Lord of the Rings, The Fellowship of the Ring…Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf, Gollum, and The Ring of Power are just a few to pay close attention to while watching.

Directions: Watch the film clip from Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring and answer the questions below to understand background information for The Hobbit.

1.  Sauron, an evil being, creates “The Ring of Power”…What does he use it for?

2.  Who finds the ring at the bottom of the lake?  Describe this person (creature).

3.  The next owner of the ring is Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit.  Describe what a hobbit looks like.  
4.  Bilbo’s home village is The Shire and his home is called a hobbit-hole.  What do you notice about these two places that tell you hobbit life focuses on comfort, partying, and safety?

5.  Who is Gandalf?  Describe what you can tell about his relationship with Bilbo.

6.  What object does Gandalf want from Bilbo?  Describe Bilbo’s reaction to this and what this tells you about the power of this object.

