Name:

CP English 12
Period:

College Application Essay

College Application: Multi-paragraph Essay

Due Dates: If you are absent, you are still responsible for all due dates.  No late work is accepted for any of the due dates.

Pre-Writing Guide (10 points): __________________

· Pre-Writing guide on following pages

· Includes web & outline

WRITTEN Draft Due (10 points): ____________________

· Must be hand written on lined paper

· Include introduction, conclusion, and all body paragraphs

TYPED Draft Due (10 points): ______________________

· Typed and double-spaced, TWO full pages

· Include introduction, conclusion, and all body paragraphs

Final Copy Due (50 points): _________________________

· Bring proof of prewriting, drafting, revising

· Bring rubric to attach to final copy

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prompt: Select a prompt from an institution to which you are applying OR choose one of the prompts listed below…

· Identify and describe a life-changing experience for you.
· Be sure to include imagery describing the experience as well as how you were before and after the experience (how did it make you a better person or guide you toward a future plan?)

· Choose a particular quotation that has meaning for you and explain.

· Be sure to describe how it relates to you as a person, how you approach life, and your future plans.

· Tell us something about yourself that would help us gain a sense of who you are, how you think, and what issues and ideas most interest you.

· Be sure to have a CREATIVE approach to this one…it should not read like a list of accomplishments on a resume

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Requirements:

· Final paper must be at least TWO FULL pages and no more than THREE pages

· Paper must be typed and follow MLA standards

· Refer to rubric for specific criterion

Rubric
Focus & Content (20)    ______
___thesis is too general and lacks awareness of specific task
___thesis is unoriginal and lacks creativity 
___superficial and/or minimal content


___lacks sufficient development or clarification of ideas

___insufficient use of specific evidence to support ideas

___use of repetitive ideas or repetitive evidence
___introduction needs to be stronger and/or further developed 
___conclusion needs to be stronger and/or further developed

___content lacks academic quality
Organization (5)
______
___paper does not have an introduction, body, and/or conclusion

___paper lacks necessary transitions to create smooth flow of ideas

___paper does not follow a logical order of ideas

Style (10)
______
___paper fails to use a consistent point of view

___paper does not have consistent verb tense

___need to use strong, descriptive, active verbs (too much “is” etc.)

___need to vary sentence structure (too many simplistic sentences)

___need to use more sophisticated/academic wording (avoid slang, informal terms)

___limited word choice, repetitive wording or phrasing

___paper contains awkwardly or unclearly worded sentences

___contains run-on sentences

___contains sentence fragments

Conventions (10)
______
___contains spelling errors or typos

___contains errors in capitalization

___contains comma usage errors

___faulty subject/verb or pronoun agreement

___use of contractions

___possessive errors




* Will lose points if missing evidence










of the writing process

Format (5)
______
___incorrect MLA heading

___incorrect or missing title




___general spacing errors





___not double spaced
___incorrect margins

Prewriting

Due: _________________ (10 points)

Directions: Answer the following questions below to brainstorm important information you should include in your college application essay and to narrow your topic.

1.  What activities have I participated in during the last four years?  Which have brought me the greatest satisfaction?  Why?  Have I grown as a result of those activities?  How?
2.  In what community projects have I participated?  How have they affected me or my interest in civic pride and responsibility?  Did I learn a sense of appreciation?  Did I have my eyes opened to some alarming or exciting situation or facility?

3.  Which academic classes maintained my interest?  Why?  How has that affected my aspirations?  What additional research have I done beyond the confines of the classroom to further my interest or explore the possibilities of the class subject?
4.  What goal was the most difficult for me to attain?  How did I overcome that difficulty?  Did I gain some insight about myself or my surroundings as a result?

5.  Who has most influenced my life?  A real person or a fictional one?  How has he or she influenced me and how have I changed as a result?  Is the change good?

6.  Where have I traveled?  What did I see or do there that most impressed me?  Why was I impressed?  Did the experience affect my attitude toward someone or something?

7.  What happens at home that most affects me?  How?  Does that help me grow, help me become more self-disciplined?

8.  What have I read that has affected the way I think or act?  What effect has it had?  What part of the reading caused me to react as I did?

Prompt: ___________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brainstorming: In the space below, create a web, list, or chart to organize your ideas.  Be sure to include an overall idea in the center (responds to prompt) and include connected ideas from your pre-writing responses to the questions about you.


Rough Outline: Based on your brainstorming, create a rough outline for your paper below.  Be sure to have a logical organization and that each idea relates back to your thesis.


Total:           


                      / 50





THESIS STATEMENT (more like a focus statement  for this essay since you are not analyzing literature):  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








I.








	A.








	B.





(continue outline as needed)








