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Renaissance Poetry

“To His Coy Mistress” – p.522, 524
Before Reading…
1. Looking at the old yearbooks, describe the students involved.  What can you infer about their personalities?  What do they value?  How does this compare to modern high school students?

2. Which is the better life philosophy: “Live for the moment” or “Don’t do something you’ll regret”?  What are some pros and cons of each approach to life?
During Reading…

· Lines 1-2: How is the woman acting toward the speaker (“coyness”)?  Why does the speaker say this is a problem?
· Lines 3-20: If the speaker had an eternity with the woman, how does he imagine they would spend it? 
· Lines 21-24: What reality does the speaker voice here? 

· Lines 25-32: How does the speaker see time as a negative thing for the couple?
· Lines 33-46: What is the speaker’s suggestion to the woman? 
After Reading…

· Theme:
· Tone:
· Imagery:
· Allusion:
· Hyperbole:
Personification:

“To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time” – p.522, 526

Before Reading…
1. What does the phrase “carpe diem” mean?  How does it apply to the students in these yearbooks?
2. Define figurative language (metaphors) =

During Reading…

· Stanza 1: What images are used to show the passage of time?  Explain.
· Stanza 2: What images are used to show the passage of time?  Explain.
· Stanza 3: What stage of life does the speaker think is the best?  Why?
· Stanza 4: What is the speaker’s overall advice?
After Reading…

· Theme:

· Tone:

· Imagery:

· Allusion:

· Rhyme Scheme:
