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Robert Frost – “Birches” (p.802)

Before Reading…

1. Essential Question: Think of an outdoor activity that says something about you and what you are like – fishing, swimming, etc.  Explain the connection and what it has helped you realize about yourself.

2. Read Frost’s biography and list two important facts about his life or writing styles/themes (p.801).

During Reading…Paraphrase main ideas of the poem:

Ln1-22: Reality – What the speaker actually sees

1. Ln1-20: What images does the speaker describe with the birch trees?

2. Ln21-22: What change in tone occurs here?

Ln23-41: Speaker’s imagination – What the speaker wishes he sees

3. Ln23-32: What is the boy doing in the trees?  What personality does the boy show?

4. Ln33-38: What life lessons does one learns from the birches?

5. Ln41: What does the speaker reveal here about himself?

Ln42-End: Harsh reality / Life is not easy – Revealed through birch tree images

6. Ln43-47: What tree images does the speaker give of life’s difficulties?

7. Ln48: What does the speaker desire here?

8. Ln49-52: What does the speaker realize here?

9. Ln54-End: How does the speaker wish to achieve an “escape”?
After Reading...

- Identify and Explain Poetic Devices:

· Theme: 
· Symbol: 
· Simile: 
· Personification: 
· Allusion: 

· Tone: 

Robert Frost – “Mending Wall” (p.804)

Before Reading…
1. Define “parable”

During Reading…Paraphrase main ideas of the poem:

1. Ln1-4: What is the “something” that made the wall fall?

2. Ln5-11: What is other possibility of “something” that torn down wall?

3. Ln12-19: Why do the neighbors meet?

4. Ln20-26: How does the speaker feel about the wall?

5. Ln27: What is the neighbor’s response?

6. Ln28-36: What is the speaker’s argument he wants to bring up to the neighbor?

7. Ln36-37: Why does the speaker think about mentioning Elves?

8. Ln43-45: What is the neighbor’s opinion?

After Reading...

3. Identify and Explain Poetic Devices:
· Theme / Paradox: 

· Tone:

· Hyperbole: 

· Imagery: 

· Symbol: 

· Iambic pentameter: 
