Name:

10 Academic English
Period:

Poetry Unit

Graphic Organizer: “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” & 
“The Artilleryman’s Vision”
	“When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer”

	Details
	Sense(s)
	Why Effective

	
	
	

	“The Artilleryman’s Vision”

	Details
	Sense(s)
	Why Effective

	“the wounded dripping red I heed not” (22)
	Sight, Touch
	Shows soldier has become immune to brutality of war; his goal is his own survival


Analysis Questions
1. Both poems have a point where the mood, or atmosphere changes.  Identify and explain this shift for each poem.
2. Whitman uses free verse in both poems.  How might your sense of the speakers and their experiences be different if the poems had been written in a form with a traditional, strict rhythm and rhyme scheme?
3. Compare Whitman’s depictions of Civil War soldiers in “The Artilleryman’s Vision” and in his letter to his mother on p.798.  Which offers a more disturbing view of the after-effect of war – the poem or the personal letter?  Explain.
4. How would you describe the speaker’s feelings about the war in “The Artilleryman’s Vision”?  Use details from the poem for support.

5. In both poems, the speaker hears applause.  What two purposes does this word serve in both poems? 
