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“Man in the Water”

After Reading 
/ 10 points
Directions: After reading the selection, answer the following questions with a partner and complete the chart on the back.

	Questions
	Responses

	1.  Rosenblatt explains that the man and the water represent larger ideas…What does each symbolize (represent)?

2.  Why do you think Rosenblatt chooses to focus on the anonymous man in the water rather than the other three named heroes of the disaster?

3.  What is the main idea of the entire essay?

4.  A writer’s tone is the attitude he or she takes toward a subject.  Describe Rosenblatt’s tone toward the man in the water and explain.

5.  Rosenblatt believes that the man in the water did NOT lose his fight with nature.  Do you agree or disagree…explain. 

6.  Do you think most people are capable of acting as heroically as the man in the water?  Give examples from the essay or real life to explain.

7. Rosenblatt includes a quote from the American writer, Emerson, “Everything in Nature contains all the powers of Nature”…How does this quote relate to the events in the selection? (Look again at the last paragraph)
	


