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Introduction – Power Point Notes
Only complete Textbook Background on reverse side if absent for power-point notes.

1. Why did Shakespeare write the play, Macbeth? 

2. When Queen Elizabeth of England died, her cousin named ________________ took over the throne of England in the year __________ when Shakespeare was writing his plays.

3. What were some of King James’ beliefs?

4. True or False…

a. King James always feared his people would plot against him and kill him

b. King James was originally from Ireland

c. King James was related to Banquo, a real person and a character in the play

5. How did Shakespeare come up with the story of Macbeth?

6. __________________________ is a historical account of the history of England, Scotland, and Ireland and Shakespeare’s most used source for the story of Macbeth.

7. When and where does the play take place?
8. Identify the following terms:

a. ____________________ - weak central government were thanes were very powerful and the king was a “first among equals”

b. ____________ - loyalty to one’s clan (group) was more important than loyalty to king or country

c. ____________________ - during the time the play takes place, it was a dangerous time to be king; between 844-1057, 17 king rules Scotland and 12 were assassinated
9. Macbeth exists as a _________________ hero.

· Characteristics of this type of hero include:

i. Member of the ___________ class

ii. Heightened powers of _____________

iii. _________ is a product of what others do and what he chooses

iv. Strong ______________

v. Represents _______________

vi. Intelligent and _________________

vii. Learns through _____________________

viii. Has a ____________________
10.  Draw the tragedy structure diagram and label:
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Elizabethan Theater`
1.  What was significant (different from today) about plays and theaters in the year Shakespeare was born?

2.  What occurred if an audience did not approve of a certain character or lines?

3.  How were actors “listed” (or labeled) in many towns? 
4.  Who was not allowed to participate in the theater?  Who played the role of female characters?

5.  Because of limited props and scenery, playwrights depended on the ______________ of their audience.

6.  In what year did the first public theater open?  Where was it located?

7.  Describe Shakespeare’s theater, The Globe:

8.  Who sat on the edge of the stage?

9.  Why were public theaters sometimes closed down?

10.  What did the trapdoor lead to?

11.  What destroyed the Globe Theater?

12.  In what year was Macbeth first performed?  In whose honor was it performed?

13.  Who was the real Macbeth?

14.  What parts of Macbeth complimented or could be seen as tribute to King James I?

15. What is blank verse?

