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12 English
Period:

Kaffir Boy

During Reading

/ 10 points
Directions: Answer the following questions while you read the background & selection.

1. Read the “Expand Your Knowledge” section and define the following terms…

· Kaffir = 

· Apartheid = 

2. Read the background on the author, Mark Mathabane, and list two important facts about his life and/or writing…

3. Summarize & Infer: Describe the lifestyle of Mathabane’s friends.  Why does Mathabane find this lifestyle so exciting? 
4. Recall: Based on his environment, why is it logical for young Mathabane and his friends to think an education is a waste of time?

5. Summarize & Infer: Why does Mathabane’s mother wake him up in the middle of the night?  What does his description of this event reveal about their living conditions?
6. Infer: Why does Mathabane need to wear his father’s clothes and get covered in pig’s fat and Vaseline?
7. Recall: Why do the two woman tie up young Mathabane?

8. Recall & Infer: What does the woman they meet on the street tell them?  Why does this confuse young Mathabane?

9. Conclude: What scare tactic does the principal use to keep Mathabane from running away?  

10. Analyze: What does Mathabane’s grandmother mean when she says about the papers, “I understand…but I don’t understand”?

11. Conclude: Why is Mathabane’s mother relieved after the meeting in the principal’s office?
12. Conclude: What three reasons does Mathabane give for not wanting to go to school?  What two reasons might convince him to go to school? 
13. Infer: Describe young Mathabane’s relationship with his father.

14. Recall: What was the fight about between Mathabane’s mother and father?  What does the father think of a formal education?
15. Infer: What is a “labola”?  How do Mathabane’s mother and grandmother differ with their views on the role of women in their culture?

16. Summarize: What reasons does Mathabane’s mother give for wanting him to go to school?

17. Recall: What decision does Mathabane make at the end of the selection and how does he feel about it?
