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The Tragedy of Julius Caesar


Act 5 Graphic Organizer: Plot & Tragic Hero
Directions: Use this timeline to keep track of key events by answering its questions.


Directions: Tragic Hero – Does the play have a tragic hero?  Fill in the chart to help you decide whether Caesar or Brutus (or both) has the most tragic hero traits.
	Characteristic
	Julius Caesar
	Brutus

	Is the protagonist
	
	

	Evidence of high rank
	
	

	Shows nobility of character
	
	

	Tragic flaw or fatal mistake in judgment
	
	

	Comes to an unhappy end
	
	

	Gains self-knowledge / wisdom through suffering
	
	


**Who is the tragic hero?  Explain your choice.

Analysis Questions

Directions: Discuss and answer the following questions with your partner.

1. What were your thoughts as you finished reading the play about the outcome?

2. Which of Brutus’ and/or Cassius’ actions in Act 5 may have been influenced by an omen or supernatural occurrence?

3. Is the play mis-titled, and should it be called “The Tragedy of Brutus”?  What is the most compelling argument for why the play is titled as it is? 
4. How did your impressions of Cassius change over the course of the play?

5. Does Shakespeare offers a balanced view of the conflict between Brutus’ side and Caesar’s (Antony’s), or does he portray one side more favorably than the other?
Scene 5


On the battlefield


Brutus kills himself





How and why does Cassius die?





Why does he call Julius Caesar “mighty”?








Why do Brutus’ enemies promise to honor him?





Scene 3 (cont.)


On the battlefield


Brutus finds Cassius.





Scene 1


On the battlefield


Antony, Octavius, Brutus, & Cassius meet





Scene 2


On the battlefield


Brutus is on the battlefield





Scene 2 


On the battlefield


The battle rages




















What does he ask of Messala?





What then occurs?








