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Literature Circle Discussions
We will be using Literature Circles as our form of discussion for The Hobbit. You will be assigned to a group that you will meet with each time we discuss a portion of the 
Group Assignment:  Write which role you will be for each section of the reading The roles are: Music Master, Connector, Discussion Director, Video Viceroy, and Image Imagineer. 
Chapters 1-5 (p.1-89)

Role: _______________________




Chapters 6-8 (p.90-169)
Role: _________________________
Chapters 9-13 (p.170-244)
Role: _________________________
Chapter 14-19 (p.245-304)
Role: _________________________
Rubric

____ / 5 points:

Group Participation

· All members on task for entire period

· Members working cooperatively and respectfully

· Discussion is analytical and according to role sheets

____ / 10 points:
Literature Circle Role Sheet completion, accuracy, and designed to stimulate discussion
____ / 15 points: Total possible score each group meeting

ROLE: Image Imagineer
Role Description: As the Imagineer, your task is to find five images which connect to the story.  You can find photos of the setting, works of art from the time period, or contemporary images, which you feel share a common theme with the stories.
In the five spaces below, label and describe each image.  You must bring in a copy of all five pictures, either printed or digitally.  Be sure to include your source for each picture.
Examples: 
· Romeo and Juliet- Included a still from the musical "West Side Story" in which the main characters speak on a fire escape.  This shows a contemporary version of this story.
· Copper Sun-  included an image of the shackles used to hold the slaves during the Middle Passage.  
	Your Five Images & Your Explanations

	

	

	

	

	


Group Responses
Directions: First, show the group one image at a time…see if they know what it is without you telling them.  Then, together, your group members (with your help) must discuss the images below.  You record their answers in the space provided.
1.  Image 1
2.  Image 2
3.  Image 3
4.  Image 4

5. Image 5
Individual Reflection
Three things you learned or thought were interesting from your group discussion today…
1.
2.
3.
ROLE: Discussion Director
Role Description: As the Discussion Director, you will create FIVE Socratic-Seminar-style questions and your answers to present to the group.  These types of questions should focus on themes, symbols, character changes, judgments, evaluations, or comparison/contrasts.  They should NOT be “yes” or “no” answers.
Examples: 
Which character, in this section of Beauty and the Beast made the most drastic change and why?  The Beast because he learned how to love someone other than himself
Identify the most important symbol in this section of Sleeping Beauty.  The spinning wheel is a symbol of temptation and evil as the witch tempts the Princess to prick her finger and then casts an evil spell on her
	Your Five Questions & Your Answers

	

	

	

	

	


Group Responses
Directions: Ask the group your 5 questions by discussing each one at a time…You may add your own answers once the group finishes discussing each question.  Record the group’s responses below in the space provided. 
	Group’s Answers to Your 5 Questions

	

	

	

	

	

	


Individual Reflection
Three things you learned or thought were interesting from your group discussion today…
1.
2.
3.

ROLE: Video Viceroy
Role Description: As the Video Viceroy, you will choose find two short videos, which connect in some way to the story.  Use DVDs, YouTube, smartphones, or any other electronic method possible to show the scenes to your group and discuss their relevance.  Use the space below in order to brain storm and write up a short description of your scenes.  Be sure you justify and connect the scene to the story.
	

	


Group Responses
Directions: Ask the group the questions below abut your drawings one scene at a time.  Record the group’s responses below in the space provided. 
1. What scene is the video connecting to?
2. What elements of filming (the angle, the lights, the sounds) add to the scene?
3. What is the theme of the movie/show of the original content?  Does it connect to this book?
	Group’s Answers to the Questions

	

	


Individual Reflection
Three things you learned or thought were interesting from your group discussion today…
1.
2.
3.

ROLE: Music Master
Role Description: As the Music Master, you will choose two songs with some connection to the story.  The connection can be found in the lyrics of the song or simply the tune.  Play each song for your group and explain your logic in choosing your song or song portion.  You can use any song, provided there is a valid connection.  Please use the “Clean” versions if at all possible.  Use CDs, iPods, or any other devices to play your song.
Example: 
“Firework"-  in this song, Katy Perry remarks how everyone has an inner spark, despite the difficulties around them.  This reminded me of the inner endurance references by Elie Wiesel in the book Night.  He refuses to give up despite the physical conditions.
	Song title and artist
	Key lyrics and description of the song
	Song's importance?  How does the song connect to the story?  (Be specific, prove you read the story)

	
	
	

	
	
	


Group Responses
Directions: Present your songs, one at a time…Ask them if they can identify the situations when each was said.  Then ask the question to them in the chart and below.  You may share your own answers when the group is done discussing each one.  You record the group’s answers in the chart below.
	Song #
	What does the group think is the importance of the song or
what the song/lyrics reveals?

	1
	

	2
	


1.  What was the strongest or most interesting quote/tune?  Why?
Individual Reflection
Three things you learned or thought were interesting from your group discussion today…
1.
2.
3.
ROLE: Contemporary Cultural Connector
Role Description: As the Connector, you must make FIVE connections between what you read and the current world today.  Consider connections with your life, your beliefs, historical issues, modern cultural issues, or other things you have read…Be SPECIFIC.
Example: 
In Copper Sun, the slaves in the house seek freedom from the brutality of the situation.  This situation is similar to the current uprising in Syria.  Thousands of people are being killed by the leader, Asad, and are choosing to rebel against him.
	Book Example
	Connection and Explanation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Group Responses
Directions: Read the group your text examples and connections…one at a time.  Then, you record their answers to the questions in the chart and below.
	Text Example
	Does group agree or disagree with your connection?
	Explain or offer another connection

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


1. Which connection does the group relate to the most?  Why?
Individual Reflection
Three things you learned or thought were interesting from your group discussion today…
1.
2.
3.
