Baldwin-Whitehall School District


Course 117: College Prep. English 12
Full Year/1 Credit

Mr. Harrold
412-885-7500, ext 8321 dharrold@bwschools.net
Course website: www.dharrold.weebly.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Title:
British Literature

Texts:

McDougall-Littell, 12th Grade.


Supplementary Texts (distributed as needed)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Description:


Students who plan to attend a four-year college or university should choose this course.  Based on a survey of British literature, the course emphasizes reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.  A historical approach to the literature is taken beginning with the Anglo-Saxons and ending with contemporary literature.  Works are analyzed, criticized, and appreciated for real-life applications to the students’ experiences.  Integrated with this literary study are instruction, practice, application, and development of multi-paragraph essays.  Students also study related vocabulary, prepare and present speeches, develop a research paper, and respond orally and in writing to the idea presented, read, and discussed.  In addition, due to required independent readings, students learn to apply time management skills.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Objectives: The students taking this course will be expected to…
· Read and analyze the following genres of literature: short story, non-fiction, poetry, drama, novel

· Utilize various reading strategies such as before, during, and after

· Identify and define vocabulary

· Identify elements of narration, literary techniques, and literary devices
· Compose informational, persuasive, and narrative writings using the steps of the writing process – prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, proofreading
· Demonstrate oral communication skills appropriate to formal and informal speech situations by preparing and delivering oral presentations

· Conduct research on a topic and produce a synthesis paper using the steps of the research process

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State Standards:  This course is aligned with Pennsylvania’s state standards.

· 1.1.11 Learning to read independently (A-F)

· 1.2.11 Reading critically in all content areas (A-C)

· 1.3.11 Reading, analyzing, and interpreting literature (A-F)

· 1.4.11 Types of writing (A-D)

· 1.5.11 Quality of writing (A-F)

· 1.6.11 Speaking and listening (A-F)

· 1.7.11 Characteristics and functions of English language (A-B)

· 1.8.11 Research (A-C)

Course Content Summary: (order subject to change)
First Semester

· College Application Essay
· Autobiography/Biography Project (read book and present)

·  Anglo-Saxon Time Period:

· Beowulf

· The Middle Ages:

· The Canterbury Tales

· “Prologue”

· “The Pardoner’s Tale”

· “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”

· Arthurian Legends
· The Hobbit

· The Renaissance:
· Shakespearean and Representative Poetry

· The Tragedy of Macbeth

Second Semester

· Research Unit
· The Restoration:
· Journal Genre

· “The First Day of the Great Fire of London”

· A Journal of the Plague Year

· Satire

· “A Modest Proposal”

· Gulliver’s Travels

· “A Voyage to Lilliput”

· “A Voyage to Brobdingnag”

· “The Rape of the Lock”
· The Romantic Period:
· Representative Poetry
· The Victorian Period:
· The Importance of Being Earnest
· The Modern Period

· Murder on the Orient Express or And Then There Were None
· Senior Farewell Speech

Rules to Fail By

If you would like to fail the course, follow these rules
1. Be Late

· Time is relative. Feel free to arrive any time during class. 

· If you need to use the bathroom before class, be sure to chat with your friends for four minutes and then ask to go right before the bell rings

· Water should be available to all.  Feel free to be late so you can “get a drink”.
2. Be Distracted

· Wait until instructed before taking out homework and materials.  

· Please ask “what are we doing next?” right in the middle of class.

· Writing utensils are optional.  I have thousands of free pens and pencils for all students daily

· Homework does not need to be in the classroom during class.  As long as you “meant” to complete it, you will get full credit.

· Late work will always be accepted.  I’m sure your spouse will feel the same way when you forget his/her birthday someday

· If you miss class, don’t check www.dharrold.weebly.com, or ask a friend.  The best action is to ask Mr. Harrold loudly in the middle of class with a shocked expression.  
3. Be Entertained – Class time is YOUR time.  Do whatever you want during working sessions.  Don’t worry about working on English assignments.
4. Be Rude

· Talk when others are speaking. 

· Touch anything that does not belong to you.  

· Mess up the room when you leave.  That’s what janitors are for.
· Say whatever you want, whenever you want.  Freedom of speech.
· Loudly pack up your materials at least ten minutes before the bell rings.  You certainly do not want to be late for next period.

· Leave the room whenever you see fit.
· Complaining will always help get your way and change my mind. 

· Electronic devices are encouraged and will never be taken.

· Feel free to eat and drink daily.  Consider this “snack time”.

5. Be Illegal.

· If you leave the room without a pass, absolutely nothing bad will happen to you.  Try it.
· Use the Internet to complete all of your assignments.  Another option is to “borrow” a friend’s work.  It’s always good to share.
Consequences:

You will lose participation points for each time you meet these expectations.  

In addition, repeated violations will result in the following consequences:

1. Stay after class to talk with me


3.  Phone call home

2. Detention (before/after school, Saturday).
4. Office referral

[For those of you who do not understand Satire, please ignore this page.]

Academic Honesty Contract

All homework and in-class assignments…

· Must be done independently unless directed by the teacher

· Due completed at beginning of student’s class period on assigned due date

Consequences:

· ZERO on the assignment regardless of point value with NO opportunity for make-up

· Repeat offenders will warrant a phone call home and disciplinary referral to office

All exams and quizzes…

· Students must avoid any visible versions of study materials during assessment

· Students may not talk at all during assessment or after until all materials have been collected

· Students must avoid sharing assessment information with classmates of the same or a differing period

All essays and projects…

· All pre-writing and drafting components must be done independently and turned in with the final product to receive full credit

· Students must avoid plagiarism or copying ideas from literary guides such as Cliff Notes, Spark Notes, or similar sources (see below for further plagiarism information)

Consequences (ALL apply):

· ZERO on the assessment or writing assignment regardless of the point value with NO opportunity for make-up

· Phone call to parent/guardian

· Disciplinary referral to office

* Each case will be handled on an individual basis

Plagiarism
The MLA Handbook for Writers states:

Forms of plagiarism include the failure to give appropriate acknowledgment when repeating another’s wording or particularly original phrase, when paraphrasing another’s argument, or when presenting another’s line of thinking (30).

MLA further warns…

At all times during research and writing, guard against the possibility of accidental plagiarism by keeping careful notes that distinguish between your own ideas/thoughts and that material you gather from others.  You may certainly use other persons’ words and thoughts in your research paper/project, but the borrowed material must not seem your own creation (30-31).

---------------------------------------

I have read and understand the objectives, requirements, expectations, policies, and consequences of this course.

Student Name (Print): _________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________

Year’s Assignment Overview:


1 College application essay (2-3 pages in length)


3 Literary analysis papers (4-6 pages in length)


1 Research paper            (5-7 pages in length)


2 Speeches                     (5-6 minutes in length)


2 Multi-paragraph timed essay exams


5 Novels


2 Plays


12-15 Poems


Fiction & Non-fiction selections from textbook


Cumulative mid-term & final exam








