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Biography / Autobiography Speech

Speech Opening & Closing (Answers)
The Opening: Must accomplish the following things in a logical order…

· Gain the attention of the audience by:

· Stating the importance of the topic
· Relating the topic to audience

· Startling the audience

· Arousing the curiosity of the audience

· Beginning with a quotation
· Telling a brief, related story or scene description
· Inviting audience participation
· Beginning with a related joke
· Questioning the audience

· Reveal your topic

· Provide some interesting background information about your topic to intrigue listeners
· End with a thesis statement previewing the main ideas of your speech

The Closing: Must accomplish the following things in a logical order…

· Signal the speech is speech is coming to an end (closing transition, re-state thesis)

· Review the main points

· Give your own final thoughts about the topic
· End with a unique, lasting impression:

· End with a quotation
· Make a dramatic statement
· Refer to the opening ideas
· Challenge the audience

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Speech Delivery Tips:

· Make sure that your appearance is well presented; NO GUM

· Speak clearly and adjust your voice so that everyone can hear you.  Do not shout for the sake of being loud – Use a conversational tone – vary your rate, pitch, and volume to emphasize and add interest to key points

· It is common to speak rapidly when nervous, try to take your time
· Effectively used, a pause in your speech can be used to emphasize an idea or to allow the audience to react to a fact, story, or joke

· Make eye contact with your audience.  This helps to maintain audience interest

· Do not fidget or make other nervous gestures with your hands or feet.  Do not keep your hands in your pockets.  Do use hand gestures to enhance your ideas, not to distract from them

· Keep both feet firmly on the floor.  Do not slouch or sway

· Be yourself and allow your own personality and interest in topic to come across in your speech

· Remain calm, poised, and confident

· Rehearse!!  (
Sample Introduction: Topic = Grigori Rasputin, controversial Russian advisor in early 1900’s

It is a frigid, December night in St. Petersburg, and the winter’s chill gives way to ill humors.  The Russian capitol stands as it always has a symbol of strength and royal divinity.  The midnight air holds firm, as dark and mysterious as her nation’s past.  From her capitol’s bosom, the Neva River’s ice-coated waters give re-birth to the frozen corpse of a man who in his life became that of myth and legend.  The body was that of Grigori Rasputin, and his tale is as deep and shadowed as the waters from which he met his end.  Today, I am going to tell you about Rasputin’s early life, adulthood struggles, religious beliefs, political influences, and mysterious death.

Sample Closing:

To end, I have summarized for you Rasputin’s early life, adulthood struggles, religious beliefs, political influences, and mysterious death.  Ultimately, when attempting to draw a conclusion from such a man as Rasputin, one cannot help but to pause in doubt.  Is it possible to encapsulate within a single speech, or even an entire lecture for that matter, the mystery of a life as obscure as that of Rasputin’s?  The English playwright, William Shakespeare once wrote in his play, The Tempest, “We are such stuff as dreams are made of; and our little life is rounded with a sleep.”  Whether Rasputin was a dream or a nightmare to the history of Russia is yet to be seen.  Whether Rasputin was more than a dream to Russia’s people is a decision left solely to those who lived through the time of The Mad Monk.
