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Antigone

Scene 4, Ode 4: Graphic Organizer for Active Reading
Inferences: Inferences are conclusions made based on information provided.  This section of the tragedy shows different opinions about the decision Antigone has made in accepting Creon’s punishment and situation she finds herself in now.  You are to analyze the speech of the different characters (some are Antigone’s own reflections on her situation) and infer how they view Antigone’s decision/situation.

For example, at the start of the play, Ismene says, “you are unwise, but a loyal friend indeed to those who love you” (Scene 1, Lines 82-83).  From her statement, one can infer that she thinks Antigone is reckless.  Ismene understands the family love Antigone is fighting for but does not think it is worth her life.
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1. Which opinion do you agree with concerning Antigone and her situation? – Explain.

2. Why does Sophocles use inferences instead of just having the characters directly say how they feel?
