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The Boy in the Striped Pajamas – Reflection Questions

Directions: Choose one question from each section to respond to based on the film and your own ideas. The third question in each section is for those absent during the film.
Exploring Prejudice and Discrimination

1. What is a stereotype? Why do people stereotype groups that are different from them? How does the movie depict Nazis stereotyping Jews?

2. A scapegoat is blamed for things they are not responsible for. During the Holocaust, Jews became scapegoats, blamed for all the troubles in Germany. Why were they made scapegoats?

3. What conflicts around the world today are the result of prejudice? What are its effects on innocent people, including children?

Understanding Obedience and Conformity

1. When Mother learns that Jews are being exterminated at the camp, she questions her husband. “How can you?” she asks. He responds: “Because I’m a soldier.” Contrast these two perspectives.

2. Gretel believes the viewpoints of Lieutenant Kotler, the tutor Liszt, and Father about Jews.  Although Bruno is younger than his sister, he questions their viewpoints. Why?

3. What is peer pressure? Have you been in situations in which you felt compelled to go along with a group? Describe those situations and why you acted as you did.

Acts of Humanity

1. At times, Father is shown as a loving parent and husband. How is that possible given his role as a Nazi officer giving orders to treat people inhumanely?

2. What does Bruno say and do to show his growing understanding of the inhumanity going on around him, including to his friend Shmuel?

3. What do you think causes people to treat others in such horrific ways as was done during the Holocaust? Are there people being treated like this anywhere in the world today? What is or can be done to stop it?

The Essence of Friendship

1. How does Bruno justify continuing his friendship with Shmuel despite what his father, sister, and tutor have said about Jews?

2. The barbed wire fence is a physical separation between Bruno and Shmuel. What other types of separation does the fence represent in this story?

3. How can people use the power of friendship to cross boundaries of race, religion, and culture? 

Exploring an Innocent Perspective

1. What events and experiences lead Bruno to gradually give up some of his innocence and see things differently?

2. Why do you think the movie ended the way it did?  In your opinion, what does the end of story symbolize? Why?
3. Can you give an example of a time when you were a young child and saw the world from a more innocent perspective? What are some examples of that? What experiences helped you see the world differently than what you initially thought?

