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The Canterbury Tales

“The Pardoner’s Tale” Literary Analysis: Exemplum

Directions: An exemplum is a short anecdote (story) that illustrates a moral point.  During the Middle Ages, this literary form was often used in sermons.  Two selections may share a moral message but convey the message in different ways.   For each of these methods, list examples that show how Chaucer, the author, gets his moral message across to readers.

	Method 
	Examples from Text

	Fore-shadowing
	What is being hinted at will happen later in the story…?
· Line 8:

· 78-81:

· 159-162:

· 192-197:

· 236-242:



	Character Traits & Motivations
	What are the traits and/or motivations of the character(s)…?
· Lines 16-22 (Pardoner):
· 44-49 (Pardoner):

· 72-76 (Death):

· 90-96 (Rioters):

· 166-174 (Rioters):

· 301-305 (Pardoner):


	Irony: Situational, Dramatic, & Verbal
	What type of irony and how is it shown…?

· Lines 23-28:
· 107:

· 124-129:

· 221-231:

· 254-259:

· 280-289:


Partner Questions

1. Suspense: Is the fate of the three rioters inevitable?  If so, why?  If not, at what point could they have avoided their downfall?  What other ways is suspense created?

2. Theme: What theme or central message about corruption do you think Chaucer conveys through the selection?  Consider the Pardoner and the three rioters.

3. Symbol: What do you think Chaucer intended the following characters and things to symbolize: The Old Man?  Death?  The Pardoner?  The three rioters?

4. Personification: How is death treated as a person throughout this tale?  Find a line(s) where this is the case. 

5. Historical Context: During the mid-14th century, the Black Death plague swept through Europe killing 1/4th of the population.  In what ways might these circumstances have made people vulnerable to the tricks of the Pardoner (and other immoral clergymen)?

6. Foil: A foil is a character who provides a striking contrast to other characters.  In what ways does the old man serve as a foil to the three rioters?

7. Make a Judgment: If you were the Host evaluating this tale for the story-telling competition, what would you say about it?  Consider entertainment value and moral message.

