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The Canterbury Tales

Background Notes

Due: _____________________________


Directions: Our next unit of study focuses on The Middle Ages, a time when society was divided socially, politically, and economically by a system called feudalism, introduced after the invading Norman Vikings conquered the Anglo-Saxons.  Your first reading selection, The Canterbury Tales, focuses on characters from the various social groups.  Based on our discussion today, complete the charts below.
 

Directions: Read and take notes on the following pages in your textbook: pg.24-29; 136-138
The Monarchy:

War and Plague:

Three Social Forces:

The Age of Chaucer:

Medieval Romance:

The Medieval Reader (p.136):

Characteristics of Chaucer’s Style (p.136-137):

Geoffrey Chaucer (p.138):

If you had to divide modern American society into separate social classes, what groups would you choose to categorize the population? (For example…Group #1 – The Politicians)








The Nobility & Castle Homes:





The Clergy & Religious Life:





The Serfs & Village Life:









