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Final Exam

Review Sheet
First Nine Weeks
The Anglo-Saxon Period (p.19) & Beowulf (p.38):
1. Describe Anglo-Saxon religious beliefs

2. Describe the Anglo-Saxon social structure.

3. Identify the values held as priorities by the Anglo-Saxons.
4. What was the role of the bard in Anglo-Saxon communities?  Why was he respected?

5. Summarize the plot of Beowulf.

6. Identify Beowulf, Hrothgar, Grendel, Danes, Geats.
7. How was religion depicted in this work?

The Middle Ages (p.24), The Canterbury Tales (p.140), 
“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” (p.226):
1. What was the Battle of Hastings and how did it change England’s culture, social system, and politics?

2. Define the role of women during the Middle Ages?  Their degree of power?

3. Identify the major results of the Black Death.

4. Summarize “The Prologue” of The Canterbury Tales.  Who do you meet?  Where are they going?  What do they decide to do during their trip?

5. Describe The Pardoner.  Summarize “The Pardoner’s Tale.”  What is its lesson?

6. Describe The Wife of Bath.  Summarize “The Wife of Bath’s Tale.”  What is her message?

7. Identify the following in “Sir Gawain” and their importance to the tale: Gawain, The Green Knight, green sash, lady of the castle, lord of the castle, Green Chapel
The Renaissance (p.287), Poetry (p.304-331), Macbeth (p.342):
1. Define “Renaissance.”  List all areas of life/culture that were important to Renaissance leaders (Example = art)

2. Describe the various parts of a Shakespearean Sonnet…How many quatrains, how is theme developed, couplet, turn, rhyme scheme?

3. Re-read “Death Be Not Proud” and paraphrase the poem.  What is “one short sleep”?  What is the overall message?

4. List as many characteristics of a tragedy as you can.

5. Briefly summarize the plot of Macbeth.

6. Identify the following characters and each character’s role in the play: Macbeth (his tragic flaw, motivation?), Lady Macbeth (motivation, personality?), Malcolm, Donalbain, Duncan, Macduff, Banquo, the witches, Hecate Banquo’s ghost.

7. How does Shakespeare use nature to enhance the plot?

8. What is the purpose of the visions and apparitions in the play?

Second Nine Weeks

The Restoration/18th Century (p.551), “The Diary of Samuel Pepys” (p.568), “A Journal of the Plague Year” (p.582), Gulliver’s Travels (p.624), “A Modest Proposal” (p.610):
1. Why was this period called “The Restoration”?
2. List some differences between a journal and a diary.
3. What historical event is described in Pepy’s work?  Why is his diary considered valuable?
4. What images does Defoe use to show the massive death toll in London during the Plague?
5. Define satire.  What is its purpose?

6. What aspect of English culture is Swift primarily attacking in Gulliver’s Travels?  How does he accomplish this attack in “A Voyage to Lilliput”?

7. Describe the proposal in “A Modest Proposal.”  Who or what was Swift satirizing with this literary work?

The Romantic Period (p.739), Poetry (p.752-873):

1. Identify the following as important to the Romantic Period: French Revolution, Lyrical Ballads, nature, imagination, youth, innocence, idealism, social change, “first and second generation poets,” laissez-faire

2. Paraphrase the William Blake poems: “The Tyger,” “The Lamb,” “The Chimney Sweeper” (Innocence and Experience).  Find symbols and irony in these poems.

3. Paraphrase Lord Byron’s “She Walks in Beauty.”  How does the speaker view beauty?  How does the speaker perceive the woman (external and internal)?

4. Paraphrase John Keat’s “When I Have Fears.”  Identify possible themes.
The Victorian Period (p.895), The Importance of Being Earnest (p.1046):

1. Describe the following relevant to the Victorian Period: economic situation, political situation, military conflicts (or lack thereof), morality/values

2. Explain how The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners.  What is it criticizing?

3. How does Wilde make the play funny?  What aspect of the play is serious for Wilde?

