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Writing Skills

Draft: Introduction & Conclusion

Introductory Paragraph

____
Begin with a broad, general idea related to your overall topic then develop this idea.  Ideas to consider are related history, culture, author background, and/or major themes.

____

Introduce literary work you are analyzing by relating it to your opening ideas.

____

Summarize the main events of the literary work (2-3 sentences).

____

End the introductory paragraph with your thesis statement. 
Concluding Paragraph

____
Begin with a transition, then RE-STATE (do not use exact sentence) your idea from the thesis statement.

____

Summarize the main points of the body paragraphs.

____
End with an overall impression of the information you analyzed in the paper.  What should the audience take from reading the paper or how can one apply ideas in the paper to his or her own life?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Evaluation of Sample Introduction: List some strengths of the sample on the back.

Evaluation of Sample Conclusion: List some strengths of the sample on the back.

The samples below are from student papers on the novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  The book is about the Logans, a black family living in a racist, southern community in the 1930’s.
Introduction:


For most citizens in today’s world, land is just something that people take for granted; it is something that people simply build houses on, drive their car over, or use as a background in a painting.  However, to the black and white communities of the 1930’s, land meant much more.  Mildred D. Taylor addresses this concept of the importance of land in her novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, published in 1933.  Taylor drew on the stories told by her older relatives who experienced discrimination firsthand in their southern towns to create her fictional version of their harsh reality in her book.  The novel focuses on the Logan family, a black family that owns land in a Mississippi town dominated and controlled by whites.  Throughout the narrative, Taylor shows how the Logans must fight to keep their land through physical, financial, and psychological abuses from the racist whites.  Ultimately, land becomes a symbol for both the white and black communities in Mildred D. Taylor’s novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

Conclusion:


Therefore, land symbolizes power for whites and strength and independence for the few black families that have it.  Blacks who own land have something that they can use to stand up for themselves against whites, who cannot take it away and are envious of it.  Whites who own land have the power to stop blacks from rebelling, advantages from the stores they own as a result of the land, and money from the land, which leads to power.  After seeing how something like land, which people take for granted every day, is so important to the characters in this novel, one is able to understand the value of appreciating even the most common resource.
