Name:

CP English 10
Period:

Copper Sun

Journal Assignments

· Chapters #1-13 Due:
____________________

· Chapters #14-22 Due:
____________________

· Chapters #23-35 Due:
____________________

· Chapters #36-42 Due:
____________________
· Essay Exam:


____________________
Directions: For each due date listed above, you must complete the reading and answer the assigned journal questions.  On the due date, you will share your responses in a graded circle discussion called a Socratic Seminar– Answers must be insightful, detailed, and school appropriate to receive points during the discussion.  After the discussion, your responses will be collected and scored – You will lose points for responses not attempted or inappropriate responses.  If you are absent on the circle discussion days (due dates above), you will receive a formal, typed paper as the make-up assignment.

Chapters #1-13 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.
1. (Chapter 1) What are your first impressions of Amari?  Discuss her traits, values, and dreams.  Even though she lives in the Africa of two hundred years ago, how is she like many fifteen year olds today and how is she different?  

2. (Chapter 2) What do you know about the village of Ziavi from the descriptions given in the text?  Explain why you think Ashanti warriors helped the European killers.

3. (Chapter 3) Amari’s parents are killed along with most of the people in her village.  What option does Tirza choose and why?  What option does Kwadzo choose and why?  Why does Amari continue on?  

4. (Chapters 4,5) Describe the horrors of Cape Coast Castle, the Door of No Return, and the branding on the beach.  How does Amari survive?  What necessary survival techniques would you have to develop to survive those experiences? 

5. (Chapter 6) Amari makes friends with people who help her survive, who give her the strength she needs at a crucial time in her life.  Describe her relationship with Afi and explain the influence of Afi on Amari’s life.  What does Amari learn from Afi?  How does each view the other?
6. (Chapters 7,8) Describe the conditions of the Middle Passage ship voyage as discussed in the novel.  What is it about human beings that makes one person mistreat another

7. (Chapters 9,10) Why do you think Bill decides to teach Amari English?  Why is learning the language a powerful tool for Amari?  Can knowledge be a blessing AND a curse?
8. (Chapters 11,12,13) Describe Amari’s feelings as she is being sold.  What does Amari NOT know about her future that the reader can assume?

Chapters #14-22 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.
1. (Chapter 14) Explain how Mr. Derby and his son, Clay, illustrate the cultural attitudes and beliefs of the southern aristocracy (rich) at the time.  How do they treat Polly, Noah, and Amari?
2. (Chapter 15) Discus the character of Polly and how she comes across as you first meet her.  What advantages does Polly have in the society and in the story?  
3. (Chapter 16) Discuss the first meeting between Amari and Polly.  Describe what you think each girl is thinking and feeling.  Why is it told from Polly’s perspective?
4. (Chapter 17) Discuss the character of Clay and his complicated feelings for Amari.  Does he have any redeeming qualities, or is he a purely negative character?  
5. (Chapters 18,19) How do Teenie and Tidbit help Amari adjust to her new lifestyle and cope with her painful memories of the past?  How do they add flavor and color to life on the plantation?
6. (Chapter 20) Describe the relationship between Mr. and Mrs. Derby.  How is Mrs. Derby almost like a slave herself?  How does Mrs. Derby treat Amari and the other slaves and what does this reveal about her?
7. (Chapters 21,22) Given the conditions in the rice fields, why didn’t more slaves rise up and protest or fight back?
8. Write one of your own questions to be discussed in class.
Chapters #23-35 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.
1. (Chapter 23) Discuss the gradual developing relationship between Polly and Amari.  How is each girl unique? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each?  What does each girl offer that the other needs?
2. (Chapter 24) What was the overall effect of the gator bait scene?  How do you think Tidbit felt when he was in the water?  How do you think his mother felt?  Amari tried to object, but endangered Tidbit by doing so.  How do you think she felt?

3. (Chapters 25, 26, 27) What were you reactions to Mr. Derby’s behavior?  Why would Mr. Derby be socially and legally justified by what he did to Noah and the baby?  Why is tragedy more memorable and more powerful than happiness in a novel? 
4. (Chapters 28, 29, 30) Why didn’t Dr. Hoskins speak up against Mr. Derby’s actions?  Why do you think people who didn’t believe in slavery, stood by and let it happen all those years?

5. (Chapters 31, 32) Discuss the argument between Amari and Polly over whether to go north or south.  Why was it extremely unusual to choose a southern route?  What does this show about Amari’s personality?

6. (Chapters 33, 34) Describe the difficulties of traveling by night, alone, with no food and no real guarantee that the place you are heading to really exists.  How did the group cope with these struggles?  What seemed to be the most difficult for the travelers?
7. (Chapter 35) Do you agree with the group’s decision to leave Clay or do you think they should have killed him?  Explain.
8. Write one of your own questions to be discussed in class
Chapters #36-42 – Answer the following questions in order with hand-written responses.
1. (Chapter 36) What will happen to each of the characters after reaching the Fort?  What would make Polly stay?  What advantages would Polly have by leaving Amari and Tidbit?
2. (Chapter 37) What does Amari learn about herself, her past, and her future through her reunion with Besa?  How has Besa changed and why does he not go with Amari? 
3. (Chapter 38) Many strangers risk much to help the travelers on their journey.  What examples of this can you recall?  Why are these people taking risks for a group of people they don’t even know?  Would you have done the same?  Explain.
4. (Chapter 39) In spite of the horrors of her life, Amari finds joy and laughter in the characters of Tidbit and Hushpuppy.  Discuss the importance of comic relief in a harsh narrative and in our lives in general.  What other examples of comic relief are there in the novel?
5. (Chapter 41) How do you think Amari, Polly, and Tidbit felt when they finally reached their destination?  What was disappointing about the place?  What was reassuring?

6. (Chapter 42) Explain the title of this chapter and of the novel.  What is the possible interpretation and symbolism?  Consider the poem excerpt in the foreword.
7. (The End) What predictions can you make about Amari in the next five years?  How has Amari grown and changed?
8. Write your own question.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Copper Sun Journal Grade: Chapters ________

Rules: 

1. Points are gained during the Socratic Seminar by posing a new idea in response to a question, stating one’s own question, or responding to another student’s remarks

· You MUST participate…lack of participation will result in a failing grade

2. Points are lost by talking to a classmate, drawing, putting head down, working on other assignments, or making inappropriate faces or gestures

3. Absenteeism is not acceptable – a typed, formal essay assignment will take the place of the participation grade for those absent

Rubric:

· Preparation:







________ / 10 points

· Answers provided to each question

· Answers show detailed analysis and appropriateness

· Participation:







________ / 10 points

· Participation above average compared to classmates

· Contributions showed unique insights, were supported                                               with evidence, and were appropriate

Total: _______ / 20 points

