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CP English 12
Period:

Beowulf

Language Analysis
Key Terms for Old English Poetry:
· Alliteration = the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words, which helps unify the lines

· Example: “So mankind’s enemy continued his crimes”

· Caesura = a pause dividing a line (typically indicated by a comma); this helps maintain the rhythm of the lines

· “He took what he wanted, all the treasures”

· Kenning = a metaphorical compound word or phrase substituted for a noun or name, which enhances it meaning

· Example: using “mankind’s enemy” in place of “Grendel”

Directions: Read lines 450-512 (p.53-54) and record an example of each of the terms above.
	Term
	Example (line # included)

	Alliteration
	

	Caesura
	

	Kenning
	


Original Deleted Scene
Due: _______________________ (15 points)
Directions: Write an original battle scene from Beowulf.  Create some new enemy for him to fight and describe the battle.  You must write in the style of the Old English epic poem (not necessary to rhyme lines) and include at least ONE of each: alliteration, caesura, kenning.  
Final copy must be typed with the alliteration, caesura, and kenning underlined.

*Minimum of 25 lines*

	Brainstorm…

	Background about Battle (like the italicized sections in text)


	Setting for Battle


	Weapons Used

	Motivation for Fighting

	Attitude About Battle

	Reaction of Warriors

	Outcome




Draft…___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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